ARE YOU DOING ANYTHING TO MAKE YOUR BUSINESS MORE “GREEN"?
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Timely question. Let's start the answer by saying all
manufacturers want to be greener. Unfortunately, wanting is
not the same as doing. Here are a few things we have done at
A-line, for example.
1. Transport. We added one more fruck on the road. While that
sounds ridiculous, we were using our 3/4 ton pickup truck to
pick up a dozen 1/4 inch screws, for example. We added a
relatively fuel efficient light truck and now that does probably
80 per cent of our deliveries and pickups. Added insurance and
maintenance is offset by the savings in gas.
2. Lighting. We are switching our lighting tubes and
fixtures fo the new sunlight bulbs. Skylights
and glass doors have also been added
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me crazier than coming fo check on parts here at
night and find half the lights in the plant on, so now
most lights work on motion detectors and go off
automatically. If no one is here, all the lights go off. A side
benefit is security. If a break in occurs, lights start tripping on
throughout the plant. Off premise security cameras can see
immediately if something is awry.
3. Heat. Your plant needs heat and you would think there is not
that much to do once you have high efficiency furnaces and
proper insulation, but that is not true. For instance, in our wire
EDM department, we have 4 large water chillers that kick out a
large volume of warm air. With a little bit of ingenuity and frial
and error, we developed a series of in line ductwork that directs
the heat inside in the winter and outside in the summer so we
don't have to cool it.
4. Blue box...we are trying. This one seems to have a little
trouble gaining fraction. Bottles and paper always seem to end
up in the garbage. There is no green bin program (foodstuffs)
for our commercial building.
—Rob Muru, president, A-Line Precision Tool, Toronta, ON
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